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MINUTES of a meeting of the CORPORATE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE held in the Remote 
Meeting using Microsoft Teams on WEDNESDAY, 10 MARCH 2021  
 
Present:  Councillor R Boam (Chairman) 
 
Councillors J Hoult, A J Bridgen, G Hoult, R Johnson, S Sheahan, N Smith and M B Wyatt  
 
Portfolio Holders: Councillors R D Bayliss, R Blunt and T Gillard 
 
Officers:  Mr A Barton, Mr D Bates, Mrs T Bingham, C Colvin, Mr C Elston, K Hiller, 
Mr C Lambert, Mr M Murphy, Mr P Sanders, Mr T Shardlow, Staveley, Mrs R Wallace and 
Miss E Warhurst 
 

29. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor E Allman. 
 

30. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillor M B Wyatt declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 6, 2020/21 Quarter 3 
Performance report as a Coalville Town business owner.  
 

31. PUBLIC QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION 
 
There were no questions. 
 

32. MINUTES 
 
Consideration was given to the minutes of the meeting held on 6 January 2021.  
 
It was moved by Councillor N Smith, seconded by Councillor J Hoult and by affirmation of 
the meeting 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 6 January 2021 be approved as a correct record. 
 

33. ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME 
 
The Strategic Director presented the report to Members. 
 
Members welcomed the initiative to not bring reports to committee for noting but felt that 
some caution was necessary as this was a good way for Members to receive information.  
Members were happy to receive information by other means but asked that officers write 
reports in a way to allow discussion on a topic rather than for noting purposes. 
 
Positive comments were received in relation to the action plan of the Scrutiny Cross Party 
Working Group and Members were keen to follow up the suggestion to visit another 
authority to observe scrutiny proceedings, albeit virtually at the moment.   
 
A Member suggested that an item be placed on the work programme to review the terms 
and reference of the Coalville Special Expenses Working Party to allow Members of the 
group to have more say on what happens in  the special expenses area.  The Head of 
Legal and Commercial Services advised that as the group was a sub-group of Cabinet, 
any review would need to be considered through Cabinet rather than Scrutiny.  Officers 
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were happy to look into the matter outside of the meeting and discuss with the Member 
concerned. 
 
During discussion of item 6 on the agenda, it was agreed to place an item on the work 
programme in relation to the work undertaken to date by the Community Hub in 
supporting the Community during the Covid-19 Pandemic. 
 
At the end of the meeting, a suggestion was made for a future topic item in relation to 
Section 106 agreements, how the money was being used and how often developers were 
claiming the money back. 
 
It was moved by Councillor R Johnson, seconded by Councillor N Smith and 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
1) The Action plan of the Scrutiny Cross Party Working Group be noted. 

 
2) The proposed resource solution, as set out in paragraph 4.3, be supported. 
 
3) The proposed scrutiny principles. as set out in paragraph 5.1, be supported. 
 
4) The process for annual reporting, as set out in paragraph 6.2, be supported. 

 
5) An item in relation to the work undertaken by the Community Hub be placed on the 

work programme. 
 

34. 2020/21 QUARTER 3 PERFORMANCE REPORTS 
 
The Head of Human Resources and Organisational Development presented the report to 
Members. 
 
A full discussion was had with answers provided to several questions seeking clarity 
within the different service areas and overall Members were happy with the performance.  
 
Some questions were raised in relation to the budgetary element of the leisure centre 
project and preference was given to receiving more regular updates.  One Member 
suggested that considering the amount of money involved in the project, a task and finish 
group would be beneficial to see the finances in more detail.  The Head of Community 
Services assured Members that the project is in full accordance with decisions made by 
Cabinet and Full Council in respect of the budget envelope and the facility mix which is 
fixed. The project is being rolled out in accordance with the planning consent issued and 
there is a contract in place with the fixed price and design with the contractor with all risks 
fully transferred to the contractor. He added that management received regular budgetary 
and programme updates and that the project was in fact ahead of programme. He also 
referred members to the council’s website which contained regular progress updates on a 
dedicated project page which members were welcome to access.  He was happy to 
provide regular project updates to members on progress through the Member’s Bulletin. 
 
At the request of a Member, some broad information was given on the work of the 
Community Hub which had been providing support to the community throughout the 
Covid-19 Pandemic.  Officers offered to bring an item to the next meeting providing more 
information in relation to the Community Hub, Members agreed. 
 
A concern was raised in relation to the process involved in applying to hold events in 
Coalville, as some residents had complained there was too many obstacles in place.  
Officers were requested to look into the current process, as more events in the town 



51 
 
 

Chairman’s signature 

would be beneficial and if being held by local people, there would be no cost to the 
council.   
 
During a discussion on the possible use of electric vehicles for taxis within the District in 
the future, a Member pointed out that there were a number of grants available to assist 
taxi drivers with electric vehicle costs and suggested this be investigated further.  The 
Head of Community Services reported that work was currently being undertaken to reduce 
the amount of emissions from taxi vehicles, which would be implemented in stages.  He 
assured Members that officers would investigate the grant options available as suggested.   
 
It was moved by Councillor J Hoult, seconded by Councillor G Hoult and by affirmation of 
the meeting it was 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
1) The report be noted. 

 
2) Comments made by the committee be provided to Cabinet when it considers the 

report. 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 6.30 pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.43 pm 
 

 


